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Salt Works Ranch Tour 
   On September 13, about 20 folks traveled to the Salt Works 

Ranch, located just north of Antero Junction in Park County. 

Owner Tag Fanning related information about the history of the 

ranch and his family, who has owned it since 1862. It was a 

beautiful, warm day – and no wind!!!  

   The photo below by Earle Kittleman shows rehabilitation of the 

Main House underway. Since this was taken, the repaired 

windows were reset and painting was completed. 

    

 
    

   On October 17 HSI met at the Elks Home in Salida. Bob Rich 

gave us a tour of the building after our business meeting. It is an 

interesting structure, and very well maintained. HSI provided 

advice to Bob on writing a State Historical Fund grant for work 

on the roof and planning for future rehabilitation. 

   Below is a photo from Tom & Laurie Simmons‟s 2002 survey 

report for the downtown historic district. 

 

 
The Elk‟s Home (148 E. 2nd Street) was completed in 1910. 

“Elk‟s Home, Salida, Colorado,” historic postcard, number 4143, 

HHT Co., in the authors‟ collection. 
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From the President… 

By Earle Kittleman 

   As we face global hard times, let's not forget the 

opportunities that present themselves in any crisis. 

Difficult times help us sort out the values that are truly 

important. I would include "pride in country" on my list of 

values because of the good Americans have helped create 

here and around the world.  

   The historic preservation movement is but one facet of 

the pride that Americans display in their past. In Salida, 

let's hope the spirit thrives and the rehabilitation of 

downtown continues.  

   The old Bowne Block at 119 East First Street is being 

totally remodeled on the inside into new commercial space 

and loft condos.   

   The State Historical Fund recently granted funds to HSI 

so that HSI could assist the owner repair and preserve the 

original second-story windows at 101 N F Street (Culture 

Clash). You can expect to see work underway there soon.  

   The storefront at 138 W. First Street, the Veazy 

Building, looks altogether different as it is being taken 

back to close to its original appearance. 

   On F Street, above Gambles Hardware, the second story 

windows look handsome again, having been carefully 

rehabilitated and repainted this summer.  

   A preservation project is planned at the Palace Hotel on 

North F Street. Work on the Unique Theater has stalled, 

unfortunately, but we hope it will begin again soon so the 

façade will be restored to its historic appearance. 

   These projects provide economic fuel for Salida because 

local people do most of the work and purchase much of the 

construction material here. 

    So look for opportunity and enjoy the proud faces of 

some of the buildings downtown. As Mayor Chuck Rose 

said at a pre-election forum, now is the best time to get 
ready for the end of the economic downturn. 

# # # 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MYSTERY PICTURE 
The last D&RGW Depot constructed in Salida 

appears in this photograph. It was built in “art-deco” 

[actually, art moderne] style during 1941, in what 

had been the parking lot of the Hotel Monte Cristo, 

at the end of the F Street bridge. Because Salida had 

adopted the “Heart of the Rockies” slogan, a heart 

appears with the Rio Grande herald on the 

sign….After the removal of the Monarch Branch in 

1984, the depot was unneeded. The Salida Mountain 

Mail newspaper stated on January 24, 1985, “Depot 

is demolished. Rumor became fact early Wednesday 

morning when word spread the depot was indeed 

being torn down.” Historical-minded persons living 

in Salida had previously made attempts to preserve 

this structure, but their requests were ignored.  

(Picture and caption from  p. 304,Trails Along the 

Columbine; Salida, Sundance Publications, 1992.) 
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Hutchinson Homestead 

Update 
    Work on stabilizing the Granary is complete. The 

oldest building on the homestead, it was brought 

down from Cache Creek (near Granite) about 1868, 

where it was built by Annabelle Hutchinson‟s father, 

John Duncan McPherson, Sr. He was well known 

around the valley for his excellent log craftsmanship. 

He used a full dovetail method of construction. Oats 

and barley, harvested from the ranch, were stored here 

for feeding cattle and horses. 

     Other log buildings are slated for stabilization 

during the current phase of construction. 

     A display case for artifacts found during 

construction has also been completed. This case is in 

memory of T. Rex Rhodes, who until his death was a 

member of the Hutchinson Homestead Advisory 

Committee and was instrumental in fundraising for 

the homestead. It was built by Older Than Dirt 

Construction Co. 

 

Downtown Plan: Helping Downtown Property Owners 

Maintain their Properties –  

Repair and Maintenance 

Workshops Planned 
    Many owners of downtown properties soon will be receiving 

letters (or perhaps already have received them) regarding compliance 

with the 2006 International Property Maintenance Code (IPMC). 

This code was adopted by the City of Salida and became effective 

January 1, 2008. The intention is to ensure that commercial and 

multi-family structures are properly maintained. Proper maintenance 

prevents dangerous conditions from developing (such as windows 

falling out or walls collapsing), and contributes to property values. 

    During the month of October 2008 the City‟s code enforcement 

division conducted a sidewalk survey of all the multi-family and 

commercial structures in the historic downtown area and discovered 

numerous violations to the IPMC. Many of the violations are 

cosmetic or require only minor repairs to decorative cornices, 

masonry walls and windows. Most are weather-related deterioration, 

but some that indicate additional issues might require more than 

minor attention.  

    Property owners have 180 days from the first notice of the offence 

to come into compliance and make property repairs. Fines will be 

levied after that time. 

    The City will continue its compliance survey of commercial and 

multi-family residential properties in the rest of Salida in the near 

future. 

    Historic Salida, Inc., is working in partnership with the City of 

Salida to develop workshops to educate tradesmen and property 

owners about proper techniques for repairing historic buildings. They 

will be open to everyone – tradesmen, property owners, and others – 

free of charge. Those who attend the entire series will be awarded a 

certificate of completion. Packets of information about repair 

methods also will be developed and made available at the workshops 

and from the City for those who are interested. 

Details are pending, but we think there will be at least three sessions 

and they will be in January and February, 2009. Topics will include 

window repair and maintenance; repairing and painting wood and 

metals; and correcting and preventing masonry problems. An 

additional session on roofing might be included. The workshops are 

intended to ensure that repairs will be done correctly, so they will last 

as long as possible and not cause additional problems for the 

property owner. 

      

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Scholarships Available 

 

   Historic Salida, Inc., continues to provide one 

scholarship per semester to two students taking 

courses in the Historic Preservation Program at 

Colorado Mountain College. Each scholarship is for 

$300 per semester, which includes the cost of the 

course, plus class materials and books. 

   Information about the program and the application 

form are available on the HSI website at 

www.historicsalida.org. For further information, 

please call Donna Francis at 539-2783 or Beth Smith 

at 539-4246. 

    Although work on the 

buildings that contribute to 

the Salida Downtown 

Historic District should 

comply with the Secretary‟s 

Standards for Historic 

Preservation, these standards 

are simply good practice and 

are applicable to almost any 

building. 

    We are proud to assist 

with the preservation of our 

unique historic downtown. 

http://www.historicsalida.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Historic Salida, Inc.  
Student K-12 $5 Ã Member $25 Ã  Sponsor $50 Ã 

   Sustaining $75 Ã   Patron $100 Ã   Business $150 Ã Corporate $250 Ã 
  

 Name  _________________________________________________ I am most interested in: 
   Ã Education 

 Address  _________________________________________________ Ã Membership   

Ã Preservation Projects 

       

_________________________________________________  

 

 Phone  ____________________________Email _____________________  

                   
 Please send a check with this  form to: 

Historic Salida, Inc., P.O. Box 70, Salida, CO 81201 
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Recognize this building? 

See the answer at  

MYSTERY PICTURE on p. 2. 

To learn more about Historic Salida, Inc., 

go to our web site at  

www.historicsalida.org. 

Meetings Third Friday at Noon 

Methodist Church Fellowship Hall 4
th
 & D Streets 

Everyone is welcome! 

Heister House Nominated to National 

Register 

 
    This house at 102 Poncha Blvd., currently owned by James 
and Laura Berchert of Buena Vista, is significant as an excellent 
(and only) representative of the Moderne style in Salida. 
Elements typical of the style seen on the house include a flat 
roof, smooth stucco veneer, rounded corners, porthole 
openings, glass block, and a curved metal canopy. Elwood and 
Francis Heister designed and built it between 1943 and 1954, 
using ideas from plans in a magazine. The well-preserved 
interior of the house also retains original materials and design 
elements representative of the period of construction.  
    Moderne, also known as Art Moderne or Streamline 
Moderne, saw popularity in the 1930s and early 1940s. While 
the earlier Art Deco styles of the 1920s displayed vertical 
elements and zigzags, Moderne exhibited a straight and 
horizontal emphasis, reflecting the strong influence of the 
machine age on architecture and appliances within the home. 
The òspeed linesó of trains, ships, and automobiles made their 
way onto houses and commercial buildings. The second 
railroad depot in Salida, now demolished, was also in the 
Moderne style. 
 

This information is from the nomination to the National 
Register of Historic Places HSI member Fay Golson wrote and 
presented as a project for a class with the Colorado Mountain 
College Historic Preservation Program. 
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 “The Sky (or a Brick) Is 

Falling….” 

     “In May of 1979, a pedestrian in Manhattan was struck and 

killed by a piece of masonry that dislodged from a building 

façade and fell to the sidewalk. Nine months later, Local Law 

10 (1980) „requiring periodic inspection of exterior walls and 

appurtenances of buildings‟ was enacted.”
1
 But soon it was 

found that, after having their buildings inspected, owners were 

removing parts that projected from the buildings and caused 

risk. This included cornices, balconies, lintels, and gargoyles. 

     Frequently, these were the features that contributed 

significantly to the building‟s architectural character. Often, 

these ornamental projections were removed due to “a lack of 

information concerning the construction and inspection of 

facades built with materials and details no longer used in 

standard practice.”
1
 Fortunately, the New York Landmarks 

Conservancy studied these issues, and developed their manual 

for maintenance and rehabilitation of historic building facades 

(see Footnote 1). 

     In Salida, work that changes the exteriors of buildings in 

the Salida Downtown Historic District is subject to review by 

the City of Salida Historic Preservation Commission. They 

use the Secretary of the Interiorôs Standards for the 

Rehabilitation of Historic Buildings as the basis for their 

review. Along with the Standards comes an entire body of 

technical literature, much of it developed and published by the 

National Park Service Technical Preservation Services. 

Becoming familiar with these resources can help the owner of 

a historic property select the best way to maintain and repair 

their building.  

     However, routine maintenance such as repainting is not 

subject to review in Salida, except when an owner proposes to 

paint raw brick, a seriously detrimental practice. 

Unfortunately, if the material – cast iron, sheet metal, wood – 

beneath the paint is not properly prepared, the paint will 

merely cover up a bad situation, which will grow worse as 

time passes. Soon the entire element will have to be replaced.  

    Remember that if the buildings being cited for code 

violations had been properly maintained over time, they would 

not be in poor condition and therefore would not be cited. 

However, the buildings must be repaired and maintained 

properly. Many techniques can be used to maintain and repair 

an old building, historic or not. Selecting among them is 

sometimes difficult. Shoddy, quick-fix work will simply cause 

more problems. 

     Although not all gathered into one place, as in the NYLC 

Manual, publications on specific topics are easily available. 

There are other reference materials available as well, that help 

interpret the Secretary of the Interiorôs Standards for the 

Rehabilitation of Historic Buildings. Preservation Brief 11: 

Rehabilitating Historic Storefronts is one of these. Others on 

specific topics related to façade maintenance and repair include 

Brief 27: The Maintenance and Repair of Architectural Cast 

Iron, and Brief 2: Repointing Mortar Joints in Historic 

Masonry Buildings. There are two pages of references to 

treatment of windows in the Index to Technical Preservation 

Servicesô Publications and Online Material
1
 found at  

http://www.nps.gov/ hps/ tps/tax/download/tax_tech_index.pdf.  

     All this is a goldmine of information, but nothing can 

substitute for a sensitive and knowledgeable person working on 

a historic building.  

     Two of the basic principles of good historic preservation 

are, “It is better to repair than to replaceòand ñuse the gentlest 

means possible.ò The workshops to be presented this coming 

winter will help everyone understand these tenets better. 

© 2008 Jackie W. Powell 
_____________________________________ 

1Foulks, William G., Ed., for New York Landmarks Conservancy, 

Historic Building Facades: The Manual for Maintenance and 

Rehabilitation, Preservation Press, John Wiley & Sons, New York, 

1997. 
2National Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior, Technical 

Preservation Services, Index to Technical Preservation Servicesô 

Publications and Online Materials, 2007. 
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